#50 1948 Aug 14 Lee Bratton Coach and Mentor (Lee Played with Havelock of Tidewater League)

(Picture and Article Courtesy of Lee Bratton)

Trophy Awarded
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Young Hilly Brusges, captain af the Cardimals. iz ghown Bere |
recoiviag the Little League trophy on beball of his team which
tepped the foardeam league Im Havelork. Chris Housa, Jayoss
Litiles leéagss chalrman. presssted (e trophy, Laes FralLom, whis
managed the winning team, I8 shown-in the rear, (Fhoto by Dave
Windler)

June 3, 2005 By Joe Willis
Lee Bratton:

Lee was borne and raised in Pulaski, VA and now lives in
Dublin, VA after retiring from Cherry Point after thirty plus
years.

He moved to New Bern around 1947 to work at Cherry Point. He
played basketball that year in Newbern and in 1948 he played for
Havelock in the Tidewater league. He also would play for
Newport when Havelock wasn’t playing.

He remembers fondly playing with players like Blevens, Robin
Robinson and Jim Hodges. The toughest pitcher he faced was
James Webb of Morehead City.

Like many baseball players, Lee went on to coach and mentor
others. In 1952 he won the Havelock Little League Trophy when

Little Leaguers End Season

With Wiener Roast In Prk
T Moraig Cime
Against Their Sons

A pienle for all players in this
year's Havelock Little League and
their familics was :[:tld last Satur-
day afternoon at fthe park opposite
the Community church.
More than 100 futuré baseball
stars and their families attesded
*|the affair. Feature of the program
was lhe awarding of the Lll_!.1¢
League trophy to the feam which
; won the league championship, The
| baseballers played softball at the
| plenic. |
80 Chrizs Rouse, chairman of the
¥ Junior: Chamber of  Commerce
| commitiee which sponsored 1oe
! Little League in Havelock, present-
ed the trophy o Billy Brunges,
captain of the winning Cardiaals. |
Lee Bration, who managed the|
"CaTaInals, i]hu:r toak part in re-
ceiving the trophy.

The pienic was a wiener roasi.
The ladies brought Cup Cands, per-
iato salad, and slaw to supplement
the wiener diet. All four of the
teams in the league were well rep-
pesented.

Saturday morming, the fathers of
the Little Leaguers Jost to ‘their
sons in a thrilling ball game at the
Little League park by the socre of
16 tn 8. The game WwWas & Very
rough affair and several fathers
had to be taken out of the line-up
due to injuries. None of the Little
Leaguers were hurt.

Br. Rousa hit the only home-run
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his team beat out four other teams.




