#3 1961 Smyrna HS Returnlng Players

_,,"-__I!ue Devils' 17- Hl'l' B

arrage

Buries NeWpori' Hawks 16 2

'l'he ‘imyma’ Blue Devils opened$— ; - - —- =

the
s0n
oul

local high school baseball sea-
Friday aftcrnoon by bdngmg
17 hiis to score a 16-2 win over
Newport Hawks.

s ck out 15 and walked six over
sCve ]'I')I’\'I!'I].,S

‘The Bliue Devils ol Lo lhe. New- |

port pitching early as ihcy collect-
ed four hits and three runs in the
bottom of the first inning and add-
ed {wo more runs on a pair of hits
in the seecond frame.
They failed top scoresin the thlrd
inning -as the side was retired in
“order but in lhe fourth the Blue
Deévils banged oul three more hits,
ineluding nohases-empty home Tun
hlast by st baseman Grady Da-
vigr Dawvis uied into a knee-high
fast ball and sailed it over the left

-+ ¢enterfield barrier.

Smyrna closed out its seoring in
the final two frames by collecting
threc runs_ in the fifth inning and
five in the sixtho °
! The Newporl runs were scored

“in- the fifth* and seventh innings

and cach ecame without the aid of

a hit. In the fifth, sa base on balls

sandwiched between a trio of Blue

. Devil _ervors, allowed a run to

cross the plate and in the seventh

.mm]m] “errorv det in oa run.

Yacing the Blue Devils al the
plate were shoristop Genus Jondés
_and. second baseman Norris Nel-

son. Jones rapped two singles, a

double and. a {ripléiin five times at

BHai and Nelson lined three singles;

in five trips. Bluc Devil backstop,

:‘”'(,url Nelson, was credited with two

LR

hits in five trips to the plate and
five runs lmtlcd in.

Totals: S
~Noewport % 0{!0 010 1— 2
~Smyrna . 320 335 x—16

L-rry McComb

~ Basketball, which ended in a flourish, is finished for
another year and now high school baseball, although
not one of the stronger county spmta
jump on most diamond action.

With the elimination of the state baseball playoffs, a
lot of smaller schools in North Carolina have dropped
the spring sport from their activities. Among those is
one team in this county, Atlantic. According to a re-
port from Roy Cockerham at the Pirate school, Atlantic

has given up baseball because of a-lack of interest in
the game plus the fact that it doesn’t pay the school to
make the long trips neces: sitated by their locaticn.

But despite the fact that there will be no playoffs
this vear and that baseball interest is lagging, competi-
the most

tion for the county <.Irumpmn~4h1p could be
h(,dtpd in qcvct al years.

il er f1 ufort Sea-
dogs w:ll be bolstered trcmen(lmmly by the addition of
"Parris Croom. Purrlq is a transfer stutlent at Beaufort
this year, having moved heré from W’llmmgtml where
he was an outstanding hurler in Wllmmgton American
Legion baseball last summer.

With Parris alternating pithcing assignments with
southpaw Pud Hassell, the Seadogs will have as good a
piteching duo as any team in the state

I‘nr the det. two seasons I’wer has hur]ed the Blue
Devils {o county flags with very litlte opposition. His
left-handed breaking pitches last year carried the -Blue
Devils as far as the second round of the state playof

heav:Ly by B

Morehead City and Newport ‘high schools w:]l also
" field teams this year and both scho6ols*should have play-
_ers coming up from last year s Pony League program to
_strenpthen their squads.
Clark will handle the Eagles again this year and George
Peacock will coach the Hawks.

: The Eagles should have enough perz-,onne‘.l depth to
-make a strong bid for the:Coastal Plains conference
championshi Playerq like James Nolan, Chutk Sledge

rets an early

Head football coach Norman

" and Bernard Leary, ‘who all played Pony League ball °
last yvear, will lend experlence to Clark’s team.

That's ..»0 mr now. S =




