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Gounty superintendent of schools, 11 L. Joslyn, con-
firmed Wednesday that the contract of Jim I"avkin,
Smyrna basketball coach. has nol heen renewed Tor next
veir. AL a meecling last week, members of the Smyrua | o

sehool board voled 3-2 not to renew the contract. Par- |a
Kin has been head coach at the Blue Devil school for the |2
last three years. :;

When questioned about the reason behind the firing |S
of Parkin, Mr. Joslyn stated thai he had no statement
to make in rvegard to circhmstances that led up to the |,
dismissal. Mr. Joslvn added that he considered this to s
be the school board’s business and not his:

Smyrna principal Stewart Daniels declined to com- |y

2R ment  on the  situation
¢ when  contacted by lele-
LiphoRe Wedhesday. i
o Roland - Salter,  chair-
% man of the Smyrna gehool
board, eonfirmed Mr. Jos-
lyn's statement that 1Par-
kin's contract  had  nol
been renewed, adding that
. il owag, “not at My Par-
“—kin's requesl.”

Which all gives the im-
pregsion Lhal ‘womething's
amigs, A large number of

~ Smivena school distriet pe
Cplearve up in the air over
the firing. PPetitions ap-
posing  the Tiring - have
Jim Parkin been signed and cars are

displaying We Want Parkin stickers.

Parkin himself, in an interview, Laid the firing on
"|‘Icl'.‘i|lllll“l;‘ conflict.” The reuson for this is the. facl
that under the direction of Parkin, the Blue Devils have
won two county baschall championzhips in three years
and have finished as county runnerups in haskethall

. for two yeirs. In basketball the Blue Devils have won

15 of 69 games under Parkin for a GH2 winning per-

centage.

‘Parkin alse revealed that members of the schaol |
| bourd approachéd hint the day difter their meeting lnst
"I week and offcred him the oppertunity of resigning
which he refused. 2

W hether the school board hag anyone in mind as yet
as a possible replicement for Parkin isn’L known; hows=
ever it appears that no one has been mentioned for the
job,

Parkin, meanwhile, has indicated that he will sign a
contract: next week as - athletie director and head I ES
kethall coach at Swansboro high schnol. AL Swansboro
Parkin will also assist with the football and baseball
programs. . :

. Since Parkin’s dismissal, it has been brought out that
several other members of Lile Smyrna gehonl staff have
el been relieved of their jobs. S

3 When a popular and successful coach is fired by-
members of the school board, there is bound Lo be a lot
of controversy. The firing of Parkin has been no eéx-
ception.
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